Third WCRP Observations and Assimilation Panel (WOAP) Meeting

NCAR, Boulder, CO, 29 September – 1 October 2008
Mesa Lab., Damon Room
Agenda (25 September 2008)

Session held under the auspices of the World Climate Research Programme (WCRP) and the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS).

Meeting Chair: Kevin Trenberth

Meeting objectives: 

· Progress achieved during the last two years in relation to observations, especially space agencies, CEOS, interactions between GCOS and WCRP activities, and participation in GEOSS.  

· Transition of WCRP projects and datasets beyond 2013 

· Assess the activities and results of Task Group on Data Management and the Joint Working Group on Observational Data Sets for Reanalysis
Documents posted on the following web site: 

http://www.wmo.ch/pages/prog/wcrp/AP_WOAP3.html
are indicated by *

Note times are for guidance only. 

Day 1:  Monday, 29 September 2008
0830: Assemble

0850
Session 1:  Opening of meeting
1.1 Welcome and logistics (Trenberth, Butler )



(5 mins)

(Organize group dinner; Tuesday)

1.2 Opening remarks by Eric Barron (Director, NCAR) 


(15 mins)
1.3 Introduction: “Everyone represents a group”
1.4 Purpose of the Meeting and Adoption of the agenda (Trenberth)


(15 mins)
1.5 Conduct of meeting: Formation of Task groups (see Appendix)

            (5 mins)
1.6 Report from WCRP Director (Asrar) 





(15 mins)
0945 

Session 2: WOAP updates 
2.0
Report from the WOAP Chair (Trenberth)





(10 mins)
2.1
Review of activities since WOAP-II (Trenberth)





(15 mins)
IPCC update, Sydney meeting, Reanalysis conference, World Modeling Summit for Climate Prediction
2.2
Report from WCRP JSC: role of WOAP within WCRP (Asrar, Busalacchi)

(15 mins)
2.3 
Discussion









(5 mins)
Reference documents: WOAP report to JSC*, Reanalysis Conference statement*, Letter to CEOS*, World Modeling Summit for Climate Prediction*, EOS Conference Summary* 
3/4 hour

1030- 1100 Break

1100 
Session 3: Reports from WCRP Groups 
3.1
Reports from WGCM and WGNE (Meehl, Gauthier) 


(10 mins each)
3.2 
WMP, World Modeling Summit, issues for WOAP (Shukla) 


(20 mins)

3.3 
Future perspectives from WCRP Projects 




(10 mins each)

(development of written position papers is encouraged): 

CLIVAR (Stammer)

CLiC (Key)

SPARC (Savigny)

CEOP (Koike) 

GEWEX (Rossow)

3.4
Discussion on future directions




(10 mins)
Reference papers: WGCM report to JSC*, WGNE report to JSC*, World Modelling Summit for Climate Prediction*, CLIVAR report to JSC*, GEWEX report to JSC*, CLiC report to JSC*, SPARC report to JSC* 
1240- 1400 Lunch

1400
Session 4:  Coordination with GCOS and GEO 





(about 10-15 mins each)

4.1 Update on GCOS Activities (GCOS provides slides, presented by Simmons)
4.2 AOPC (Simmons)
4.3 OOPC (Harrison)
4.4 TOPC (Famiglietti)
4.5 Discussion on cryosphere observations and possible update on ECVs, per GCOS SC request (Action 37) (Key)
4.6 WMO Integrated Global Observing Systems (WIGOS) (Menne)
4.7
Report from GEO; GEO tasks (Tanner)
Reference papers: GCOS and Panels report to JSC*, GCOS Implementation Plan in support of the UNFCCC*, Fourteenth Session of AOPC: Conclusions and Recommendations*
1.5 hours
1530- 1600 Break

1600
4.8 
Discussion (Manton) to be continued after session 9.



(1 min)
Session 5: Space matters and relation with space agencies
5.1 Letter to CEOS (Trenberth)





(10 mins)
5.2 Responses, GCOS reactions (Simmons, Harrison, Famiglietti)


(10 mins)
5.3 Regional / Specialized Satellite Centres for Climate Monitoring (R/SSC-CM) and GSICS (A. Simmons)





(15 mins)
5.4 CEOS actions in response to GCOS and WCRP needs (Petiteville)

(10 mins)
5.5 NPOESS follow-up and re-manifestation of climate instruments (Tucker, Rossow)
(15 mins)
5.6 ESA Climate Initiative (Briggs) 





(15 mins)
5.7 Discussion





(15 mins)
Reference papers: Letter to CEOS*, Draft NRC – NOEPSS Report*
1.7 hour

Session 6:  Review of action items
Possible actions for WOAP on items and recommendations to WCRP and GCOS: discussion lead by K. Trenberth 
Home Work (based on day’s events)
20 mins 
1800  END of DAY 1  Reception
Day 2: Tuesday, 30 September 2008
0830
Session 7: Host Country (US) Activities






(25 mins each)
7.1
Priorities of Global Observation and Products of the Climate Change Science Program (Tucker)

7.2
Other developments in CCSP related to WOAP (prioritizing observations, analysis, reanalysis, etc; (Dole, MacDonald)
7.3
US Perspective on WOAP (Tucker)

7.4
Discussion





(15 mins)
Documents:  CCSP Revised Research Plan*, Scientific Assessment of the Effects of Global Change on the United States* 
1.5 hour 
1000

Session 8:  In situ issues





(about 10 mins each)
8.1
Report from the Working Group on Surface Fluxes (WGSF) (Liz Kent)
8.2
WOAP contributions to the upcoming Ocean Obs ‘09 (Sept 2009) (Harrison, Busalacchi, Stammer)
8.3
Other issues








(5- 10 mins)
Reference papers: WGSF project reports*, Voluntary Observing Ships (Kent et al)*, AOPC-XIII recommendations on VOS* 
½ hour
1030- 1100 Break

Session 9: Data activities
9.1 Report from Task Group on Data Management (H. Cattle) 

 

(30 mins)
9.2 CEOP perspectives (Koike)





(15 mins)
9.3 WMO Information System (Don Middleton)





(15 mins)
9.4 Transition of WCRP Projects beyond 2013: legacy, issues arising

   (10 mins each)
9.4.1 CLIVAR (Stammer)
9.4.2 GEWEX (Rossow)
9.4.3 SPARC (Savigny)
1230-1400 LUNCH

9.4.4 CLiC (Key)
9.4.5 WGSF (Kent)
9.4.6 Modeling groups (Meehl)
9.5
Web sites









(15 mins)
9.6
Recommendations, actions







(15 mins)
2.5 hours
Session 4 continued:  Coordination with GCOS and GEO  
4.8 
Discussion (Manton)





(20 mins)

Focus on participation of WCRP to GCOS IP, Joint GCOS-WOAP actions under way or required. 

1520
Session 10:  Reanalyses
10.1
Report from the 3rd WCRP International Conference on Reanalysis, 28 Jan – 1 Feb 2008, Tokyo, Japan (Trenberth)







(15 mins)
1535- 1600 BREAK
10.2    Atmospheric reanalyses: an update (Simmons)




(15 mins)
10.3
Ocean, cryosphere reanalyses (Stammer, Key) 




(20 mins)
10.4
Coupled reanalyses/ assimilation of atmosphere, ocean, sea-ice, and land surface data, “seamless” predictions (P. Gauthier)






(15 mins)
10.5
Report from Reanalyses WG and discussion of follow-up actions (Vose) 

(25 mins)

10.6   
Discussion









(10 mins)
Reference papers: Third international reanalysis conference statement*, letter to reanalyses agencies*, EOS article*

1725:  Discussion / Meeting of Task Groups
18.00 END of DAY 2   
Group Dinner at Laudisio’s restaurant, 29th Street Mall (within walking distance of hotel) http://www.laudisio.com/ 
Day 3: Wednesday, 1 October 2008
0830

Session 11:  Reprocessing

11. 1
Report from GEWEX on progress summarizing the status with regard to activities related to reprocessing, including variables suitable for reprocessing (need, readiness), activities definitely planned, and funding and commitments already obtained and required.             (W. Rossow; expect input from Kummerow)





(30 mins)
11.2
CEOS reprocessing activities (Petiteville)





(30 mins)
11.3
 Additional comments by project reps





(40 mins)
11.4
 Actions and recommendations to advance this activity



(20 mins)
2 hours

1030- 11.00 BREAK

Session 12: Climate Information

12.1 Developing climate information and services (lead by K. Trenberth)

(15 mins)
12.2 Discussion





(15 mins)
Reference paper: Observational needs for climate prediction and adaptation by Trenberth in WMO Bulletin*
½ hour

1130

Session 13:  Reflection on WCRP observation strategy and Implementation plan
13.1
 Main issues: introduction by Trenberth

(Priorities: in situ networks, longer-term space observations, analysis, products)
13.2 
Items carried over 

1 hour

1230-1400 LUNCH    Tasks groups lunch together
Session 14: Reports by task groups formed during meeting
Other Business

· IPY?
· Next meeting

· Intra-sessional activities

· JSC meeting

· Third World Climate Conference

Close of the meeting: around 3 P.M.

Appendix:  PROPOSAL FOR TASK GROUPS for this meeting

1/ Data matters: datasets, data management, legacy, reprocessing (session 9)
Manton (chair), Vose, Cattle, Koike, Rossow, Savigny
2/ Current and future data: space observations, CEOS interactions, in situ (session 5)
Key (chair), Kent, Petiteville, Famiglietti
3/ Reanalyses and attribution: recommendations for follow-on actions, joint WG with GCOS on data for reanalysis (session 10)
Simmons (chair), Stammer, Gauthier, Vose
4/ GEO/GCOS items (session 4)
Tanner(chair), Meehl, Harrison 
Notes: 

Tony Busalacchi is giving a talk at the Mesa Lab at 2 p.m. 30 September “Impact of climate change on global viticulture”  (No you can’t attend)

Adrian Simmons is giving a talk on Thursday 2 October at NCAR Foothills Lab at 10:00

“Monitoring and forecasting atmospheric constituents: European initiatives for the provision of climate and air-quality information services”
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