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NOAA announces the availability of a new dataset consisting of
nmonthly tine series of honpgeneity-adjusted radi osonde tenperatures.
These are nore suitable for the study of |onger-termclinate
variability and change (e.g., interdecadal tine-scales and trends)

t han unadjusted data fromnore traditional data archives. Tenporal
honogeneity may be conpromi sed by artificial changes introduced via
hi storical changes in instruments and recording practices.

These new data, Radi osonde Atnospheric Tenperature Products for
Assessing Cimte (RATPAC), are now avail able online fromthe Nationa
Climatic Data Center. Data coverage is near-global froma linmted
networ k of 85 stations, beginning in 1958 and continuing to present.
Data are available on 13 pressure levels fromthe surface to the
strat osphere (up to 30 hPa).

RATPAC consi sts of two subsets of data:

(1) RATPAC- A contains averages over |large regions (e.g., global
hem spheric, tropical and extratropical domains). This set is
recommended for analysis of interannual and | onger-term changes
over |arge areas.

(2) RATPAC-B contains data for individual stations. This set
is recomrended for analysis of interannual and | onger-term
changes at individual station |ocations or for regional neans
on spatial scales smaller than those provided by RATPAC- A

The RATPAC dat asets were created through a coll aborative effort

i nvol ving NOAA scientists fromthe Air Resources Laboratory, the
CGeophysi cal Fluid Dynam cs Laboratory, and the National Cimtic Data
Center. For more a conplete explanation of the dataset construction
nmet hodol ogy and rationale, and to access these data visit:

htt p: // ww. ncdc. noaa. gov/ oa/ cab/ r at pac/ i ndex. php
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